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–Interpretation of Architecture as a reflection of Ideology

“Belief systems and value systems are incorporated 
into structures.”



Birth of Apartheid

The arrival of the Dutch in 1652

The arrival of the French and Germans

In the 1948 elections, the National Party 
wins



Tenets
H.F Verwoerd described it as a policy of ‘good neighborliness’ between races

It was aimed at enforcing separate development



“I have cherished the ideal of a 

democratic and free society in which 
all persons live together in harmony 

and with equal opportunities. It is an 

ideal which I hope to live for and to 
achieve. But if needs be, it is an ideal 

for which I am prepared to die.”

–Nelson Mandela



Dignity

Liberty

Equality

Mandela’s ideologies



Case Study:
Constitutional court of South Africa

ItIt ’’s the highest courts the highest court
in the countryin the country

It was built in 1 yearIt was built in 1 year

It is constructed on the siteIt is constructed on the site
of the old fort, Johannesburgof the old fort, Johannesburg ’’ss

notorious prisonnotorious prison

South Africa has the mostSouth Africa has the most
progressive constitutionprogressive constitution

in the worldin the world



ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COURT 
BUILDING
International architectural competition was held in 1997 for the design of the building.

The design was based on the concept of justice under a tree.



LETTERING
Named in all 11 official languages in a unique font.

Marks a deliberate effort to move away from Roman lettering.



“DIGNITY, 
EQUALITY AND 
FREEDOM”
ENGRAVING
The engraving is in the different official languages and in the 

had writing of the judges who first sat in the court building.

It is a symbolic presentation of their foundational nature.



THE WOODEN DOORS

The doors lay in the entrance of the Court.

8 meters high.

Adorned with braille print and carvings of words and sign 

language symbols that depict 27 rights enshrined in the Bill 

of Rights.



Justice under a Tree



JUSTICE UNDER A 
TREE

The slots in the roof allow the sunlight to filter in through a 

wire canopy of leafs, casting a shadow akin to a clearing in 

the forest.

The slanting columns hold the court under a metaphorical 

tree, where justice is open and participatory.



SYMBOLIC REMINDERS
Reminders of South Africa’s journey from oppression to freedom and democracy are embedded in the building

The ladder of freedom stands in front of the wall next to the stairwell



THE COURT CHAMBER
The judges’ podium is decorated with cow-hides, signifying the diversity of the Bench. 

The judges sit at eye-level to the lawyers as they present arguments.



Transparenc
yServitude



Belonging



Oppression of the 
past

Bridge 
leading

to the future



Rainbow Nation



Mahatma 
Gandhi’s cell

Re-creation of 
the Past



EFFECT
Reflect the values and principles enshrined in South Africa's progressive Constitution.

Space that allows for freedom of expression.



What’s next for South African architecture

The southern African sub-continent is the home of a rich and varied architectural 
tradition

South African architecture has, nonetheless, achieved a wider homogeneity, being 
united by a common concern towards climate and materials, and an ability, on the 
part of local builders, to adapt, adopt and reinterpret the building forms and textures 
of other cultures.



Thank You.


